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Early in 2020, the passing of my parents was a rude awakening. Thankfully, their 
�nancial affairs were largely in order. Years prior to that event, I recall dinner 
conversations in which my parents would joke about including in their will a clause 

that began with, “and to my cats I leave …” However, once I read their wills, there was no 
such clause. Regardless, their cat soon became a member of my household. 

In contrast, at the time, I had no will, no living trust, no clause for my own two cats. 
So, I contacted a lawyer who helped me rectify that omission. But cats don’t have a high 
cost of living, so I also included Haverford in my estate planning. 

Robert’s planned gifts supporting internships in Environmental Studies re�ect the value he places in 
his own life on environmental stewardship. Photo: Terry Glanger

PAYING IT FORWARD—Establishing the Percina 
Tansai Endowed Fund for Environmental Studies 
Internships
Robert Ellis ’84
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I contacted Haverford to see what I needed to 
do to formalize my intentions in making a planned 
gift through my estate. I received a reply and 
accomplished my goals with a simple email exchange. 
Not only have I been welcomed as a new member of 
Haverford’s Jacob P. Jones Society, I also enjoyed a 
visit from a College representative who encouraged 
me to give thought to what I might do to help 
students during my lifetime, leading me to re�ect on 
my own experience.

I was a bit of a slacker at Haverford, resulting 
in mediocre grades. With no clear desire as to what 
I wanted to be when I “grew up,” I simply coasted. 
I started out as a classics major, but as a result of 
two Ds in my third year, I changed my major to 
mathematics, with much time spent at Bryn Mawr. 
I �nally escaped (OK, �nished) in the spring of ’84. 
The coasting stopped when I dropped out of business 
school less than a year later. 

Last fall, Director of Major Gifts George Telford 
contacted me, and we agreed to meet in Plano, Texas 
(where I live), at a locally-owned coffee shop. George 

sent me a preliminary copy of the new strategic plan 
for Haverford called Better Learning, Broader Impact—
Haverford 2030. I liked what I saw in that document, 
particularly Haverford’s desire to fund “one paid 
summer internship, language study, fellowship 
opportunity, or research position” for each student. 

After I bottomed out in ’85, I did a bit of soul 
searching and ended up pursuing a second bachelor’s 
degree in computer science at the University of Texas 
at Austin. I did things right this time. And when 
IBM came seeking students for its internships, I 
interviewed and was accepted. These internships were 
key to my success in �nding work; they were also 
instrumental in deciding which positions to seek. 

As George and I chatted, I mentioned that I had 
been doing a lot of bicycling, commuting to and from 
work to reduce my carbon footprint. Hearing that, 
he thanked me for the planned gift I made in 2020, 
and asked whether I would like to make a more 
immediate contribution—something that would 
bene�t current students—with an eye to summer 
internships. 

Robert lives near the historic downtown of Plano, Texas, where he does a lot of cycling and enjoys the outdoors. 
Photo: Terry Glanger
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George suggested an endowment for students 
interested in environmental studies. Environmental 
studies? I did not know that Haverford had such a 
program, but it sounded like a �t to me. I thought 
about the importance of the two internships that 
I’d had with IBM, and what I could afford. I quickly 
replied, “Sure!”

Now, two funds have been set up by me at 
Haverford: the Percina Tanasi Endowed Fund for 
Environmental Studies Internships and the Percina 
Tanasi Current Restricted Fund for Environmental 
Studies Internships. The latter will provide funds 
for internships until the former is fully funded by 
December, 2026. 

And what is Percina Tanasi? Until the age of 
14, I grew up in East Tennessee. When I was in the 
Boy Scouts, our scout masters were lamenting the 
impending loss of whitewater kayaking due to the 
construction of the Tellico Dam. Percina tanasi—
the snail darter—is the little �sh whose habitat 
the dam’s construction threatened. In addition to 
being known for biting the posterior of the �rst 
(since Reconstruction) Republican Senator from 
the Volunteer State, it was also at the heart of an 
environmental controversy in the 1970s. As long 
as the United States remains a democratic republic, 
the snail darter will be remembered. The taxonomic 
name of the little, endangered �sh that stood in the 
way of a hydroelectric dam, which also lent its name 
to my home state (tanasi is the Cherokee root word of 
Tennessee), seemed an appropriate name for the new 
endowed internship.

Are you not quite ready to draw up or revise a 
will or trust but have assets in a retirement or 
brokerage account? It is never too early to name 
Haverford to receive a portion (or all) of those 
assets through bene�ciary designation. Doing 
so is easy, ef�cient, and costs you nothing in 
legal fees. You may be asked to supply the 
College’s EIN, which is provided below.

Are you already a member of Haverford’s Jacob 
P. Jones Society or Sharpless Society and 
wonder how you might participate in bringing 
to fruition the aspirations of the Strategic Plan?  
Contact the Of�ce of Charitable Gift 
Planning to learn more at 610-795-6079.

Haverford always encourages you to consult with your personal 
accountant, �nancial adviser, and attorney for counsel in the context of 
your speci�c circumstances.

The Corporation of Haverford College  |  EIN:23-6002304

“Cats don’t have a high cost of living, so I also 
included Haverford in my estate planning.”

Robert Ellis ’84 applied to Haverford at the recommendation of 

his father, a graduate of Williams College. Retired from a career 

in computer science, primarily at HP, he lives in Plano, Texas, 

where he enjoys the outdoors. In spite of his careful monitoring of 

his carbon footprint, he has not missed a reunion and will be on 

campus in May of 2024 to celebrate his 40th.

Robert’s cats welcomed his parents’ beloved pet 
(center) to their window seat and their family. 
Photo: Robert Ellis ’84

HAVE YOU MADE PROVISIONS
for loved ones—children, aging 
parents, furry friends? If not, 
consider taking action early and 
before doing so becomes a necessity.
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